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Mr President, Mr Ambassador, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honor and pleasure to welcome first of all the great Europeans and Atlanticists Minister of State Mark Eyskens and Baron Paul De Keersmaeker in these splendid halls of European, Belgian and NATO history. We celebrate them as pillars of that great alliance between North America and Europe that has served our peace and prosperity so well. 

Today, we are increasingly confronted with the consequences of what may be called the domestication of foreign policy. Many NATO Member States struggle with this phenomenon. In The Netherlands a Cabinet has fallen over participation in a NATO mission to Afghanistan. In Belgium strains have arisen over similar issues. 
This highlights the enormous importance of effective knowledge and understanding based consultations on international political, economic and security issues not only at Governmental level! 
This highlights the relevance of the American European Community Association including many major US and European industries that today celebrates its 25th anniversary. Allow me, on behalf of all of you, to congratulate the senior representatives of this association Viscount Davignon and Georges De Veirman.  
In the past years Baron De Keersmaeker left a lasting mark on the PA International Foundation. May I refer to just one example: Funded by the PA companies in Europe, Asia, Russia, the Middle East and the US, our Foundation initiated the Kofi Annan Business School together with Belgium’s famous Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School (MBA) and the highly effective Dutch Hogeschool Utrecht (BBA). Today over 15 universities and management schools from the North and the South are connected – providing a unique opportunity for promising southern students without funding to take a valuable degree in the North that will allow them to establish new businesses and create what makes emerging economies successful: employment! Without Paul and his proverbial network KABS would not be here today. 

Baron De Keersmaeker introduced Professor Mark Eyskens to PA. A new friendship emerged that allows the PA organizations to tap into the wealth of knowledge, experience and access of Belgium’s former Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Budget Minister and Development Aid Minister. Professor Eyskens not only provides a personal roof over all of PA’s activities – as successor to Paul he appears to be recognized by the CEOs of many of our clients from China to Europe and from Japan to the US as their inspiring educator – a function that I believe is even shared with the first ever President of the European Union, H.E. Herman van Rompuy!

On behalf of all PA Board Members and staff all over the world I thank Baron De Keersmaeker for his deeply appreciated and admired leadership and I thank Minister of State Eyskens for his willingness to give us his guidance in the challenging yet promising years to come.

On behalf of all of us, and particularly also on behalf of Kofi Annan Business School Chairman and former UN University Rector Prof Hans van Ginkel, I am very pleased to hand over to Mark and Paul the formal document establishing the Eyskens-De Keersmaeker Fund: For the foreseeable future this fund that will allow all their friends to honour them will link these great Europeans and Atlanticists to this other key important relationship: with the world’s South.

May I now pass the word to Viscount Davignon.

Thank you very much.
