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Thank you very much, Viscount Davignon, for your kind introduction, and for sharing your thoughts on the indispensable partnership that President Van Rompuy and I represent – the transatlantic partnership.  It is a privilege to be here at the invitation of the American European Community Association and PA Europe, with so many outstanding individuals who have labored long and hard to strengthen European integration as well as transatlantic relations.  I am delighted to honor Baron Paul De Keersmaeker and Mark Eyskens this evening, and I am personally very honored to share the podium with President Van Rompuy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

            I am new to Brussels, and although I have dealt with the European Union in my previous jobs – both in the public and private sectors -- I am definitely seeing it now from a different, much more intimate, perspective.  I know all too well the dangers of offering observations based on a relatively limited experience, especially to you whose experience far surpasses mine.

            But if you’ll allow me, it strikes me that in many ways today, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, we are seeing the culmination of an important shift in the EU narrative, and with it a corresponding shift in the nature of transatlantic relations.

            The theme, the raison d’être, of the European Union and its predecessors has always been to bring peace and prosperity to a European continent that had been all too often riven by war.  In the beginning, peace meant bringing the antagonists in the Second World War together; the genius of men such as Monet and Schuman was their understanding that economic integration and growth are the key to lasting peace.  

            This great imperative motivating the European project accomplished much – indeed, accomplished far more than the EU is given credit for.  The achievements are truly remarkable.  Combining sovereignty in areas agreed by treaty, and enforcing it through the European Court of Justice.  Eliminating all taxes on trade with the Customs Union.  Attacking “behind the border” regulatory barriers through the Single Market.  Creating the first true multilateral investment agreement, under which governments are forbidden to discriminate against investors based on their nationality.  Overthrowing the last bastion of mercantilism by voiding the concept of “flag carrier” in aviation.  Doing away with visa requirements and border formalities, so citizens can truly move freely.  And, with the Maastricht Treaty, creating a single currency among now 16 countries, significantly facilitating economic transactions among them.

These are enormous achievements, of which you should be immensely proud.  Frankly, I am amazed by them, and I don’t believe  that these achievements could be duplicated anywhere else in the world.  You are, in many ways, a unique creation in the world.

But these achievements, and the narrative that animated them, that is, the imperative of peace and prosperity within Europe, was essentially an inward-looking narrative, a Euro-centric narrative.  I have the sense that now, while the EU has the same imperative of bringing peace and prosperity to Europe, the Lisbon Treaty cements this narrative into a new focus – one that is both global and externally-oriented.

This external orientation is of course not entirely new.  Every enlargement was “external” to the European institutions although they have also been Euro-centric.  And throughout the Cold War, all Europeans were focused on the divisions in the Continent and the threat from the then Soviet Union.  Again, a Euro-centric focus. And, of course, the first steps toward coordinating on foreign policies began to take on more an institutional basis with CFSP in the Maastricht Treaty, with greater security and defense coordination stemming from the St. Malo accords of just over a decade ago.

Today is different.  The appointment of a permanent President and a single High Representative and the creation of the External Action Service, it seems to me, embody a recognition that the EU must enhance its ability to project power and influence globally, to be a more effective actor on the global stage.  This transformation matches well the changes in our world over the past two decades, changes that are in many ways revolutionary, with the end of the Cold War, the globalization brought about by information, communications and transportation technologies, the emergence of more powerful economies in the developing world, the rise of non-state actors.  

In such a world, the EU’s story must no longer be internally focused and Euro-centric.  It must be global, external.  But in such a world, bringing peace and prosperity to Europe presents an entirely different set of challenges.  Europe must have the capability – including military – to respond to the dangers of failed states.  The threat to our internal security from extremists who come from outside our borders.  The truly existential threat of nuclear proliferation, especially from non-state actors.  The problems of organized crime, based on trafficking goods, and people, from outside the EU.  The dangers of climate change.  The need for foreign demand to stimulate internal economic growth.  

The imperatives of peace and prosperity remain. But the EU must be more externally focused to attain those goals.  And as President Obama, Vice President Biden, Secretary Clinton, Secretary Gates and so many other American leaders have stressed, time and again, we can only realize these goals for our people if we, the United States and Europe, work together.  By cementing the positive trends toward stability in Afghanistan and Iraq.  By bringing governance and reconstruction in Somalia and Haiti.  By ending the threat of nuclear proliferation in Iran.  By sharing information to identify and prevent terrorist attacks, including importantly through the Terrorist Finance Tracking Program and PNR agreements.  By convincing other countries to undertake real commitments to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that threaten our planet.  By opening new markets and strengthening the international financial system in the G-20 and the WTO.

We, the United States, need and want a strong European Union that works together with us on all these global challenges.  The Lisbon Treaty helps create the institutions and capabilities Europe needs to take its place on this stage.  Now, to be sure, such significant institutional changes will bring growing pains, they are not easy – we understand that – but we also believe that these changes are absolutely necessary to make Europe an even stronger partner to the U.S.

Now, I am especially honored to be here today with President Van Rompuy, who so clearly understands these new challenges, and the need for a strong transatlantic partnership to address them.  He has made this new narrative of bringing peace and prosperity to Europe central to his work.  And he understands that the lynchpin for accomplishing these goals is to focus on economic reform, growth, and innovation at home. He understands that economic growth is the foundation for all of the goals that we seek to accomplish together.  It is no different for the U.S.  We must get our economies growing again; we must get our people back to work.  If we succeed, when we succeed, Europe, the European Union, and the transatlantic partnership will all be stronger, more closely integrated, and more significant in bringing peace and prosperity to our citizens, and to the world. I look forward to working with you to help make that happen

Thank you.
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